CLAXTON OPPOSES
WHITFIELD PLAN

Debate Between Educators Over |
Revolutionizing Methods .
of Teaching. !

DENMARK’S MODEL SCHOOLS

Conference on Woman's Iiduca- |

tion Ends With Discussions of |

Rural Problems. ':

]

Opposition to the revolutionary
Whitfleld plan of education, whic

would upset the methods of teaching |~

pursued through all the Ages, was
voleed yesterday aftorngon before the
Conference for the ISducation of Women !
In the Country by Dr. 1. P, Claxton,
United States Commissioner of I13du-
ciation. He evidently attended the con-
ference for the purpose of expressing
his opinion, which gave a new tone to

the meeting and a balance to the Judg- L ta learn culture and practical things, |
ment of ity memhbers, | ton, f
Admitting that much of the matter | Lir, Whittleld did mot realize his
taught in the publie schools Is uttorly | cherished intention of having n voto
useless In its application te real life, | tuken on the propustion, as the crowd
Ur. Claxton sald that definfte cultural | broke up at onve when the program
training should by no means be aban- | ooy conchided, but he will haveo the
doned. There is plenty of time, he | citisraction of having his plan pub-
H’"g' I"’ seach It all. i He gnva ia (tHe! |t e Winine proceedings of the con-
e u‘:‘ hiﬁh i ?‘O;;I‘H ”f Denmark. | ferenee, and he hopes It will be the
. nnds By % Lunn, | beginning of a revolution In the sehool

Dr. H. L. Whitfleld, president of the rdtemi ot the catntry

State Normual School for Women {n | SYstem o z ¥}

Misslsslppl, at Columbus, whose report
coming fromm the heads of State female
volleges was under conslderation, diil
1ot abandon the fight. He made (he
concluding nddress of the conference,
In which he relterated lils statement
that education for actunl living is the |
cssential basis for true culture,

1 do not propose, Dr. Claxton.” he |
sald, addressing his remarks mainly
to that distinguished official, “to drive
Brammar and arithmetie from our
schools, but 1 do propose that they
shall be taught with a view to use In
after Iife.

"Far ten years | was Statn Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction in Mis-
=legippd When I =aw that most pen-
ple were slekly, and found that $£2.000,
00,000 of values wern wusted in the
country each year hecanse poeople were
not well, when 1 found that men nnd
woman had no econception of the real
duties af citizenship, nor of the CEHEO -
LiAls of home-making. of living, wihen
they left the publie schools, I felt that

something was wrong with our
tem of education. [ would have health
taneht in the schoow. 1 would have

home-building #nd home-inaking
taught, instead of having education
consisting of handing down from K-
c¢ratlon 1o generntion i ol
prammar and arithimieti HEG
that nobody Knows whit's inside
“I have seen 700 girls a lacking a
Ithrary, throwing themselves ngalnst
hooks and tryving to cotnprehend them
True culture s n knowledze of how to
Hve,

uwntd the hest to be got oul of
rending is to have real life experiences
Ierning up against the ool I hatle

and denounee the terim ‘industrial edu-

valion' as theuh it wers something
for an Inferior penple, while real cily-!
vatlon Is reserved for thope little
more intelligent, & littlas higher up In
the scale. It ouzht to be and' is nll
pure education, and we pesd o know
the menning of that word.*
Br. Claxton's leply.

I'lently of thinga are taught in Lhe
publie schonls of to-day, and have |
lways heen tauvght, sald Dy, Claxton, !
In arvaigning the Whittield plun, that |
are of 1o value, For lustanee, only a
few years ago, and perhaps to-day,

ithmetles teach compound partner-

shipe, whereas there has been no such
thing business mon or any-
where for 250 ycars, So with many
other things, which the student

forced into his braln, to no' purpose

Hut lmportant as are the questions
of home-making and of lichtening the
hurdens! of farm life, and of heing
healthy, these things AN, now  he
tnught without abandoning the oesen-

thils of cultural training, which tell
liow to think and how to enjor the
things of life, which looks to things |

ahove feeding and Ughtening labor,

In Denmark the schools reach the high-
cel known standard of training for real |
citizenship, In the opinion of Dr, Clax-
ton. The most important feature there
is instruction in Danish literature, and
the next is in Danish histery. The |
children learn what their country i:‘i|
nnd what It has done and the place lll
aecupies in the warlil.  With almaost |
nn

natural resources, (L 8 one of the |

It sﬁould be a source of comfort to you to know

that the water you drink

tion for sanitary handling is taken at our spring and

bottling house that

Broad Rock Water |

may reach YOU

Won

|tlrulr(-. may take the boat at the New-
port Nows whart for Norfolk,

There ure others who prefer Lo viait
Hampton Normal and Agrleultural In-
stitute, where they have becn invited,

| These will leave the elty at 9 o'clock
| this morning over the Chesapeake and
Ohlo, and may return at 6:30 o'clock
! this eveping.

i In all, about 2400 persons regliatered
}-’lt the varlous conference oMees dur-
ting the meeting.

is SAFE. Every precau-

an address on hookworm and rural
A Isanllat'mn work In Virginia, with il-
| lustrations, was glven In John Marshall
| High School by Dr, Allen W. Freeman,

Asslstant State Health Commlszioner.
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visited by thousands during the

Istudents learn

[ 6,000 hours of instruction.
| to school
|a year for thirteen vears, as he ought

| aned the awakoning af farm women Ty

richest countries on ecirth,
patviotism and
pride in the public schools,

age Amerlean student,

and the
natural
The aver-

he suld, gets
If he went
three hours a day 300 days

Lo, he would get 11,000 hours, or enough

Water o Rural Homens.
Presldent Joe Cook, of the State Nor-
miul Schonl at Hattlesburg, Miss,
cussing Lhe drudgery of women or the

the energy now expended by women
In ecarrying and handHng water, she
could pay In tweo syears for the entire
wiuter systemn by ralsing potatoes on
a smill pateh of ground,

The world knows now that the poor
don’t have to starve, =ald Profossor
Hepjamin L Andrews, of the Teachers'
Colleze of Columbin University, Food
vialues ean be Jearned so Lthat every-
bady ‘can lve with slight cosi, as far
table 18 conecerned. e advo-
hetier division of the family
rnings. so that weomen may have
uf thelr own o spend. This
was zreeted with unanimous applause
from the feminine portion of the audi-
tnen, The mon sat glumly, perhaps
wishing that there were really
divislon of funds sme that they
T 8
Miss leabel Elv
Brooklyn, talked
coomnics, The saving of time hy
NeNt Was stressed by her, and
remarked that nowadavs women
do not spend A moment longer in dress-
ing than !s absolutely
which anothar pudible smiia

Nutrit Investizations dls-
cussed by Dir C, 1. Langworthy, of the
Utnilted States Department of Agricul-
ture; soclal Iife In the country  for
women by Mre. Mary €. Roark, of the
State Normal Schonl at Richmond, K+
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PREACHERS CONFER

Diseuns Duties of Chureh in Soclnl and |

Intellectunl Life.
The country prepchers of Virginia,
who gathered in the Y, AL . A audi-

torinm vesterday afternoon, Ustened to

miany pertinent suggestions as to the
duty of the country church in the so-
cinl, intellectunl and physical welfare
jof its members.

The principal address was by Rev.
R ML e, D Dy, of Richmeond, who
gpoke on “What the Church Can Do
tao Stimulate Reading and Intellectual
Life in Genera He dwelt upon the
value of a good church library, which
should contain hooks that teach plety
only indirectly.

“What the Church Can Do te Dae-

ivelop an Interesting and Elevating So-
b
tedal

Life*
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A bright style in dull calf.
Something especially snappy

the ankle-hug; and the five
buttons give a fine fit over
the instep.

Crossett Shoe

“MAKES LIFE'S WALK - EASY"

. Lewls A, Crossegt, Inc., Malers, North Abington, Mai

Has

the Crossett line.
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WHAT CONFERENCE

TOWNHOMERSPAY  LFEISNATON'S
HONORTO DR, PAGE .. GRCAT PROBLE

{Eroup scems to be a leader. The coin-
. !r-n-hcnsircncss of the program Is bo-
North Carolina Conference Dele- | vond all precedent in my

| gates Give Luncheon to New I-El.tl(l_ observation. It is no
| Ambaseades | alfair, but goes in ordered
m or.

through all the allied subjects.
North Carolina delegates Lo the Con- | The Natlon's Problem.

havhazard

ference for Education in  the South “The largest problem that faces
‘united vesterday in giving a compli- I American  clvilization to-day lhies in
Imentary luncheon e Dr. Walter 1L (butlding up its country life. No 'l““".
= e what attitude some of uL may have

| Pag e 'S er e confer- | A g 7 =
nge, npreaiding ”Im""" of 'the ‘o) fleward the tushs the United States
ence Just closed, in recognition of the | binns, we are obliged to come te this, |

| distinguished honor conferred upon the | W have Just passwl through a period

Ior e (ol crranization of the macninery of
IREMARAELILEwILLEbuLione sublact ull'ld Clomhnacate DY AtROGAPDOItMEnt | the madern world-—miaKing the ¢ and
water,  Hao 1old how and for what!of one of its sons to the mmbassador- R e s BUNLEY HAas Usen
price water with all convenicnces “liship at the court of St. James. |left out. Now we raust baild it unp, and
pe ,Sll;rmL".:.I;:,)n“c:u';”:n hr]rln:i h;‘llllll teneral Julian S Carr, of Durham, [that is the errand that hrings us here.
soris qurest . i red g 3 = B S :

l : wady with ansewers ,\";lrnslr!m! as toastmaster, and presented | We all know that In the coming cen-
and he was rea ¥ Ith answers A8 ) i turies, as in the past, the character and
tn the cost, which was dreaded by a5 the first speaker J. Y. Joyner, Stute the vision of American life will come
most, ons speaker sald that with half| Superintendent of Public Instruction in

| from the zoil.

| North Carolina, who spoke to the toast, | 1 marvel, therefore, at tha wisdoin
l"1.\‘hul. Our Down Home Folks, Think | with which the schedule of our meet-
r.e'\hr)ut It."  President W. W. AMoore, of llnge was laid out.

{the Union Theological Seminars, Hieh- “In our carly duys the characteristic
imond, & former North Carolinian. fol-  of the pecple of the United States was
[lowed with a talk on the subject, individualism. Great as this was for

| “What the Tarheels Think About It

I the cause of democracy
Speechies were made also by Colanel

|4 false economic basis

It rested upon
A man's home

W. A. Biair, of Winston-Salem: Gen- | cannot  he hlg ecastle, for he Is|
eral Jullan & Carr, of Durham; Con- | mutably linked as his brother's keep- |
Eressman Small, of North Carvoelina; Dr. |er, whelher he will or no A Iat'gerl
Puge and others. The new ambassidor

vision and a larger liberty and a farger
opportunity now comes on
=k for our working hours.
organize in the country.
“Another thing, and one that must
have impressed a stranger from a dif-

expressed hisn appreciation of the honor
conferred upon him by Preaident Wil-
=on, and sald that he was golng to
London to do the best that he could.
The luncheon was given in the pulm
room of the Jefferson Heotel at )| o'clock,

We must

ferent land, suddenly dropped among
iund was attended, in addition to those us, is the unselfishness with which
mentloned, hy Colonel Benehan Cam- evervthing has been done and dis-
cron, of Stagsville; J. 1. Borden, of | cussed I defy any one to find ao

Gioldsboro, President J. J. Foust, of the 1
State Female Normul School al Greeys-
boro; President L. 11, 11N, of the North

1y

intelligant, self-supporting men
anrd

women anywhere. ta s1t for three

days discussing problemns for the good
Carolina Agriculturat and Mechanical | af #1l. never onee atdinitting the ax-
i College, Haleigh; Ralph Page, =on of ploitation of anyvbody for any pur-
the ambassudor, of  Southern Pines; | paep, 1
Mresident amsey, of the PPeace Insti- | osxt Thrilling Chapter.
| tute, Raleigh; Dr. Charles lLee Smith, | "']'hoﬁixln”;nk of the progress of
1r-f Raleigh; R 1L Wright, of Greenville; democraey  eould not write # more

Ldames T Green, of Winston-Salem: Di.

N. H. Walker, of the University of past len or fifteen years, taking ans
| North Carolina, Chapel Hill;  Harry | 1he cue the note of the Conference for
|'Howell, of Raleigh, and L. ¢. Brogden, | Education in the South.

thrilling chapter than the events of the

A el | We began
qu Ruleigh | With the school and the child, and we
end  with' them, of enurse, bhut evers

ELep has heen toward a widening Dem-
orratic Ideal—nothing less-——to sea how
fwe conld  teach one another. Dr,
Kuapp let s flood of light en anl this
ninbhlem 1 not. sure but that he
wis the greatest schoolmaster of
age,

"So our discusslons have come regu-

dm

HAS ATTAINED

Commissioner Claxton Shows
Growth—Educational Ideals %
South Must Strive For.

How the HSouthern Educational Con-
ference has grown in twelve vears and

[arly, with no eccentricities, but with |
& bhroadening application of all that co- |

loperation means.  To till the soil, to

work
count

of o

ne

tinuous
of the

human service,
Ereatest privi-

one
i leges that can fall ta the lot of man.

' We have worked on a
I bring to pass the dream of
that our republle shall be and remalin

program to

some of the things that It hag accom- | the hope of the world.

rlished were told by United States “With that thought, and with In-
Uommissioner of Education I'. 1’ Clax- finite gratitude from the very bottom
ton in an address yesterday afternoon | of my heart to CVOrY one nl'l_\-(\lh aml

He said that from a colloction of teach- with a growing hope, T declare the six-

wias the subject of an ul- | ers discussing the technical details ol teenth Conference for Education in the |
rirai.-m by I‘.m!. B l.\l. Beckham. - He t their profession it has grown inte a | south adojurned.” i
polnted out that the pastor may oc- |15, =, diver A body, cam f con- : i !
|elipy n position of the highes: leader- slri::rlr.»:,- u-lu:?:!:liml !‘I’l :: ‘elet':nl:r:sr;a‘nl‘?:nl Tl oyed lounlyl peaders,
| ship In the soc life of o community. Ao 5 | Fhe county superintendent fs the |
| = i P T A way and in jte relation to life. “",ko_\'unlc- of effective schools for the |
Wenatherford—Patterson. ! 8 erted llmt the :-.-uu‘:hcrn Educational | farming population, said J, B ipraaet)
South  Hoston, Va.. April 18.—0n | Board. the General Educational Board, ingen, Superintendent of Bdue: fontot
Tuesday night at 7:30 o'clock Miss | the Rockefeller Sanitary Commission South Carolin tha 4 ation of
.\Tlnlnlﬂ ":r‘\“"Fﬁm‘iawlxJnh" A Wemlhc;» and many other valuable Institutions :L\-,.nlné‘ 'rh:' w:;}k r;‘::.;f,?(‘,r?kf;r ;:;rm“h” i
ford, hath of this ace, were quietly avae B i - i | g g e L
Farth e n ¥ Il;y:;;(;;rung directly from this con factorily done until the office of tha |

Mr. Claxton spoke on the ideals of | CURtY superintendent {s dignified ana |

| educatlon which the Southern .‘-itntomsl_mnm“('?e" In his opinlon. He said |
| should strive to realize. The demo- | 2MPOrary teachers, who go Into the

| eratic ideal of education, ha maid, is to | PTefesslon for a few months or a year |
| make it possible for each child, m_':xl l'w?l’ are disastrous to the cause nf:
| gardless of color, sex or posltion, to | r{x\:_a Ion. T |
| ha able to get all of the education that - K. Tate, supervisar of rural |
| it has a capacity for. {schools of South Carolina, sain his |
| As practical expedients to this end|S!ate was the smallest, ost modest |

|he urged that the nine-month term be|#nd mMost unobtrusive of the sisterhood |

made the rule everywhere: that high|!M the South, at which the audience
| £chools be more generally provided, in |5hiled. The rural school problem there,
| erder that all children may have edu-ih'-‘ sitd, Is being worked out through
cation in the formative adolescent | & s¥siem of taxation which PANVE a
period, and that the work be so ar- | bonus for good schouls. Tha Legisla-
|ranged that it can be adapted to the ture has done much and local efforty
{ehild, instead of ‘being adapted in ad- | have heen stimulated. Local officlals
| vance to an imaginary average chi]d,'!hn\'r' been helped by the publication

and that vocational

training be intro- | of schoolhouse plans.  Salarles have
| fluced, so that education may really | becn inereased, and county demonstra-
fit the child for life. tion agents have helped,

With regard to the nlne months' Short Speechoes.
term he showed that the Southern Introducing 1. ). Coatgs, State Su-
States are greatly behind the timoes. pervisor in Kentueky, Dr,

Page sald:
‘In spite of (he fact that we are mnmoecet-

schooly, |ing in Richmond, in  the oratorical |
all have over | zone, we have shown hera th |

Very few of them have more than 1301'
days of school in the country
while In the North nearly.

/| £ At a man |
1150 days of school per vear. jean tell more in ten minutes about |

The standard for teachers in the | what has been done than he could In |
country must be ralsed, h#sald, because | two hours and forty minutes ahout |
the country teacher must be much more | y '

€ | what hie s going to do.” This referred |
cflicient than the city teacher, who |s e

to the bell, which FANg overy speaker
n_mrnly part of an efliclent organiza- | down at the end of bhis ten mlm:ltf's
o

tion. 2 even in the middle of sentences. |

lie suggosted a plan for the batter- Mr. Coates did not think greater |
ment of rural education, whereby the | vialds (he only desirable ernd The |
_lt;a;-]hm'_i‘; lul '[mdprr_zl\-irlc_rl With a home | rafsing of maore corn has sametimes |
il the school and with a tract of land, merely made the man the greater hog. |
which he I8 to cultivate as a model Beside, prosperlty does not  alwayve
| farm :l'll_l! fo1 his own support. n keep people on the farm, for under |
Ihis way, he pointed out, the school these elreumstances many  of tl ]
would be in a manuer self-supporting, MoVete: fesriat i L,
and the teacher more apt to stay at his :

post.

[ CONFERENCE NOTES

IHigh school work in North i".arnlinn.|f
ard .in Alabama was discussed by N. |
W. Walker and J. S, Thomas, the re-
spective professors of secondary edy-

- catlon in the universities of theso [
| Five hundredygof tha visitors to the|States. {
| Conference for Edueation in the South War on Hookworm. |
| will join the trip down James River The story of the fight apninst hool- [

to-day, tendered by the Old Dominlon \\"m'ul in the South was told by Dr.
| Steamship Company, the Chesapeake | Wickliffe Rose, seeretary of the Rocke-
and Ohio Rallway Company, the As-|feler Sanitary Commission, and Dr.

Jo AL Ferrell, the State dagent In North
Carollna. It was stated (hat about 5o
per cent of those examined have heen
founad Infected—however, these Inves-
tigutions have been condueted In thosa
localities previousty supnposed to con-
taln the greatest amount of Infection,
The problem is not a loecal one, but
exiats In all tropical and semi-tropleal
lands—in, Indla, Bgypt, in Central and
South“Amerlca, even In the mines of
Europe. %
The' resolutions as reported by the
commlittee review hriefly the history
of the conferenca, ending by acknowl-
edging the kindngss shown by the
homes, colleges. Chriatian nasocintions,
churches, commercial hodlies, achool om-

atlon for the Preservation of Vir-
ginia Antiquities, Mrs, Loulse J. Bar-
ney, and the Richmond Business Men's
| Committes, headed Ly Thomas p.
Bryan—the latter body furnishing the
lunch. ‘The boat, the Smithfield, leaves |
the Old Dominlon wharf at 7:15 o'clock
this. morning, and will stop at James-
town Island at 1 o'clock, where one
hour will be spent, The arrival at
Newport News will be at 4:45 o'clocl,
and the speelal train over the Chesa-
peake and Ohlo will leave at 35:1)
o'clock, following the regular train,
and arriving in Richmond at §:40, Re-
frashments on the hoat will he septad
At 11:30 o'clock, so as to' he finished
efore arrival at the cradle 'of Ameri-|cials, hotels, press and rallronds of
can ciyilizatlon, Delegates who may | Richmond. T

A e S N ——

After the clesing meeting last night, |

The exhibits will be dismantled to- |
| day and returned te their respective
owners, all over the South. Tgey have

experience |

»rocession |

us as the !

triin the ehildren, to make the home, |

the fathers, |

|
|

|
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Nothing!
, the next step less.

national pastime.

What

costs less than

That’s

9 This long-lasting morsel
costs less than a cent a ;
stick if you buy it by the box.

Its pleasure and benefit is making it a
Bright teeth, keen
appetites, improved digestions, are
increasing. Smokers bless its breath-
. purifying qualities. ~

‘

-~ BUY IT BY THE BOX

|
!

It costs less—of any dealer—and stays fresh until used.

Look for the spear

A_void imitations
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STATE COMMISSIONS'

TAX CONFERENCE FOR

Declares Nonpartisan State Board of Assessment
to Be Essential to Any Scheme of Reform.
Refers to Virginia.

in conerete form
sensa of the two meetings held
Richmond in connection with
ference for Fducatlon in the South, the
Conference on Taxation yesterday af-

Summing up :
n

ternoon adopted unanimously the lul-llmtnlml by

lowing reszolution:

the Conu-|

the  Iichmond for their reports of the scs-

slons,

Lauda The Times-Dispatoh.
Allan . Girdwooil, of Baltimore, soc-
retary of the speecial commissgjon ap-
the Governor of AMarviand
Lo report to the Legislature of 16814 on

Resoles. Shat wherescanditionminte ! ;IT:; it;:‘tlrri-l-I-:;:al-t:)I::l-ie.'“-I:JIr]n“\l\'hill'll:f‘l'c-‘llll::\.:'lo‘d
such as to insura the stlection of efil- | : 2 :

clent and nponpartisan  members, a
permanent State tax commissioner or
commission, with ample power of sup-
ervising and enquallzing assessments,
Ia the first essential step towards ef-
cient and equitable taxation, and that
such commissioner or commission ls
neeessary whether a program of separ-
ation of State and local revenues be
followed or not."”

The resolution wag offered hy T. S
Adamasa, State Tax Conunissioner, of
Wisconsin, at the conclusion of the

final session, devoted to an exwmination

Lol

of the tax reform movement In the
South, during which addresses woere
made by . Y, Joyner, Stite Superin- |
tendent of Publle Tnstruction of North |
Carolina; Professor Charles Liee [Rapor,
dean of the CGraduate School af the)
Unlversity of Narth Caroling, and

Superintendent Sharkey, of the depart-

maent of Puhblic Instruction of West

Virginia, TImpromptu talks were made

by =evernal membera of the confebence.
Want State Asmocintions.

Just before adlournment, under a
resolutinn offered by Henry Warden,
of Fradagicksburg, the eonference went
on record as favoring the organization

of a Sinte tax assoclation in every|
Stiate, eomposed of representatives from
the wvarions tax-payving districts, to |
meet In conferance to consider the

problem of taxation and to hring about
a more equltable distribution of the
tax burden,
Editor W. A,
stona Courler, presented a
calling upon the next General
membly of Virginia to provide by legis-
latlve enactment . for AR nonpartisan
State tax commliasion with ample pow-
ers to put-inte practice a raform In
tho methoda of assessing and cgllect-
Ing taxes In thls State, The confer-
ence declined to ratify It on the ground
that It could legitimately concern It-
afll only with reforms of general ap-
plication In thie South, and Lieutenants
Governor Ellvaon, who prealded, ruled
that the resolution was out of order.
The final sesslon was held in the
Houee of Delegntes, at the State Capl-
tol, and atiracted a good attendnnce,
Befora adjourning, the conference
nagsed resolutions extending its thainlks
to the speakers who haid addressed jt
and to the ngwspapers of the clly of

Land, aof the Blnck-

resolution

Asg-

jamathy on the part of the

tha
tion
that

el
in
in

nddresses,
his State
Virginia.

repoyted
Lo

the situn-
be analogous to
IndiMerence  anl
electorate,
he snid, was responsible for the fall-
ure =o far to secure needed tdx reforma
In Maryland,

“We have the same apathy to flght in
Virginia," said Dr. Donglas 8, Freeman,
former tax commlssionor of this State,
"hut we are beginning o arouse
electors to i sense of their duty, In
this work we are helng afded nohly by
the press of Virginln, If the Baltimore
sSun would de for Meryland what The
Times-Dispateh has done aned is doing
for Virginia in thla respeect, it could

| o mueh in helping to bring about the

reforms you need.”

My, Girdwood painted a dark pleture
the Marviand situation. ‘Phoe clty
of Baltimore, he spld, was bhelng sad-
dled by the rural distvicts with nore
than its share of the State burden, and
hig 8o far been unable to find relier
Meansures looking to an equalization of
the tixes have heen repeatedly downeid
I the Maryland Legislature. he said,
by the representation from the eoun-
tles whose taxes would thereby be in-
creasedd.

Dr. Freeman thought that Virginia
cities aro  belng  similarly unjnstly
burdened, and that reform will follow
only when the members from the rural
districts arve educated to the point of
appreciating the Injustice of the pres-
ent avatem,

Went Virginin Leads.

West Virginta, aecording
fessor Raper, who discussed the lines
of lux reform now being worked out
In the South, leads the Southern States
in the malter of equitable assessiment
and collection of taxes.
State In the South, he said, if
Virginin may properly Le called part

to  Pro-

of the Soulh, that possesses an offcc- |
tive State tax commession. Its mem-
bers ave appointed by the Governor
for a term of six venrs.  The West
Virginin system provides also far a |
permanent, county assessment office,
which, according to Professor Rapar,
fa an essentinl part of the taxing ma-
chinery. :

In tho other Southern States, sald

Professor Raper, the saituation Is, ov-
cept In two or three Cominonwealthas,
anything but encouragiug. Virginla,
he thought, was in & fair way to adopt
veforms within the next few yeajs.

the |

It is the only |
West |

——

| North Caroli

a, he =nid, would probabli
vreale G4 nonpartisan State tax com-
lon At the next mecting of its
slature  in 1915, In  Mississippi
there was o well-defined movemant for
reform, and in Tennessee the Legisin-
ture has under congideration a bill pro-
viding fur a State commission. In
| South Caroling, Georgin, Florida, Ala-
bama and Lounisiana lttle or no imme-

diate reform is in sight.

Prohlem of School 'Taxes,

Superintendent Jovner, of the North
|Carolinn Department of Publle Tn-
struction, presented the report of the
| Conferenee of State Superintendenta of
| Public Instruction on the problem of
[school taxes. [t recommended chiefly
Ithat the State, county and lecal dis-
Jointly the burden of

| triet  shoulder
i|aulnlis- education, on the principie that
the child is the charge of the Com-
[monwealth and county in as true a
iﬁclma as It is the charge of the com-
munity in which it is born,

Stato and county school taxes, said
AMr. Joyner, should be mandatory, and
should be apportioned to the countics
and districts on the hasis of average
| #chool attendance, and not on the basiy
of school population, the common prac-
|tiee now. The recommendation that
tfumls he apportioned on the basia of
average attendance, he said, reosted on
[the conviction that such a procedurs
would place a premium on attendance
and thus raise the general level of edu-
leatlon.

Minimum 'Term.
attempting to lay down a
jhard and fast rule, said Mr. Joyner,
the Conferenee of Superintendents
ngreed that in this sharing of the
educational burden, the State should
contribute approximately one-third of
the total achosl expense. The funda,
e recommended, shiould be so appor-
thoned tuo provide as fur as posaible
a minimum seven-month term for all
echools, leaving to Lthe Individual dis-
trict the task of lengthenlng this term-
by means of (ts own appropriation.
Superintendent Sharkey, of the West

! Without

Vireis Dapartment of Public Bduca-
tion, o I a paper on the subject, “How
West Vieglnia Has Worked Out  the
Assessinent  Problem.” The address
wias to have been dellvered at the
Thursday afternoon meeting by Fred
(0. Blue, State Tax Comnmissionsar, of

West Virginia. Mr, Blue was detained
in Charleston, and Mr. Sharkey, with
the permission of the conference, read
the paper.

In the open discussion which fol-
lowed the formal addresses, short
[talks wers made by Lawson Purdy,

president of the Department of Taxes
and Assessments of New York City;
H. W. Laird, of Montgomery, Ala.;: T.

las S Freeman, of Richimond,
Allan C, Girdwood, of Baltimore.
— - - - ——
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8. Adams, of Madison, Wis.; Dr. Doug- !
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